Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.144; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.5.
In the title compound, C 16 H 18 N 2 O 2 , the molecule adopts an E conformation about the C N double bond. The dihedral angle between the pyrrole and phenyl rings is 41.55 (8) . In the crystal structure, pairs of intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules into centrosymmetric dimers. In the dimer, the two pyrrole rings are almost coplanar and the two phenyl rings are parallel to each other.
Related literature
For the structure of 5-formyl-3,4-dimethyl-1H-pyrrole-2-carboxylate, see Wu et al. (2009) . For the similar structure of ethyl 5-[(2,3-dimethyl-5-oxo-1-phenyl-2,5-dihydro-1H-pyrazol-4-yl)iminomethyl]-3,4-dimethyl-1H-pyrrole-2-carboxylate, see Wang et al. (2009) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Pyrrol-2-ylmethyleneamine ligands have attracted much recent attention due to their excellent coordination abilities for metal ions (Yang et al., 2006 & Wang et al., 2010 . As part of our ongoing search for a biologically active material, the title compound was synthesized and characterized by X-ray diffraction.
In the title compound, all the bond lengths are comparable with those observed in the other similar compound (Wang 
Experimental
A quantity of aniline (0.186 g, 2 mmol) was dissolved in ethanol (10 ml), then an ethanol solution (10 ml) containing ethyl 5-formyl-3,4-dimethyl-1H-pyrrole-2-carboxylate (0.39 g, 2 mmol) was added dropwise at room temperature. After stirring for 4 h, the mixture was filtered and set aside to crystallize at room temperature for several days, giving yellow block crystals.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å and N-H = 0.86 Å, and were thereafter treated as riding, with U iso (H) values of 1.5Ueq(C) for methyl groups and 1.2Ueq(C,N) for others. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure shown with 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. (7) −0.0011 (7) C11 0.0459 (9) 0.0457 (9) 0.0396 (9) −0.0005 (7) 0.0075 (7) 0.0011 (7) N1 0.0567 (9) 0.0494 (9) 0.0542 (9) 0.0074 (7) 0.0083 (7) 0.0051 (7) C8 0.0506 (9) 0.0433 (9) 0.0460 (9) 0.0041 (7) 0.0128 (7) 0.0036 (7) C10 0.0492 (9) 0.0479 (10) 0.0420 (9) −0.0043 (7) 0.0149 (7) −0.0020 (7 
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